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Verna: Industrial and infrast-
ructure development at Goa's
biggest industrial estate is
causing angst among environ-
mentalists and neighbouring
villagers, as they are worried
overtheadverseimpacton bio-
diversity and ecology

Verna industrial estate al-
ready covers68lakhsqm thro-
ugh(five phases of acquisition.
More roads, pipelines and in-
frastructure are taking a toll
on the green cove [he exten-
sion of national highway I B
through the busy indus
A e
groencaver distirbingthatio:
raandfauna

The villages of Cortalim,
Quelossim, Loutolim, Nago
Verna and other areas have
been complainingaboutecolo-
gical and social problems, as
more space was carved for
industries over the last 25 ye-
ars. VernaNagoa villagers
had pleaded with the Goa In-
frastructure  Development
Corporation (GIDC) to halt ex-
pansion due to large-scale
destruction, which includes

___ SavioFonseca

Avariety of wildlife (above) have been spotted at the Verna industrial estate
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with its rich cover on slopes
has streams flowing into rivu-
lets and small water holes for
wild animals. These sources
dry upafter themonsoon.
The mindset that Verna
plateau is barren and a rocky
grassland  should  change,

Joao Philip Perei
ra, a local resident

Walkir be-
yond th' lx)rdus .lnd green

loom large due to industriali-
zation and extension of the

fringesof industriz isan
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andnature lovers. The plateau
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tinga lot of biodiversity, flora
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id in places over the path of
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Villagers dread industrial expansion

Verna Estate Development Taking A Toll On Ecosystem: Conservationists

Fonseca, like a few others,
is keen that corporates pursue
the agenda of biodiversity
conservation. “Each corpora-
te should use funds under the-
ir corporate social responsibi:
lity (CSR) budget for a scienti
fic study of biodi and
repair the environmental da-
magealready caused,” hesaid.

w measures to protect
existing fruit-bearing trees,
water bodies and the plateau
from pollution can help the
promotion of eco-sustainable
development. “There are leo-
pards, black-naped hare, Indi-
an wild boar, jungle cat, many
bird species, especially grass-
land birds and raptors, and
most of them are migratory
animals,” Fonsecasaid.

The plateau, though ter-
med a grassland, had many
springs that helped the gro-
undwater recharge in surro-
unding villages. “We found,
through a survey, that there
were about 30 springs on the
plateau,” said Pereir:

Fonseca agreed, “Though
the plateau is called barren,
it is an oasis to be protected
as much of Goa is getting
destroyed.”
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